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Popular gift companies court toy retailers

By Karyn M. Peterson

hat do Hich Frog Industries, Jack Ralibd Al in the family
wl.'l'l."ltli.ﬂl.'lh. Potra Tows and Noted® have in Both Rich Frog and Jack Rabbit began in the mid-
comman?T For starters, they won't be ex- 16 as little companies created by husband and
hibiting at a Toy Fair near you, though each of these wilie teames, run with the help of Tamily members and
distributors affers a wide variety of irresistible and frienids aceonding to misslon statements that gubde
mostly handerafted plshings—Irom wooden boys to thiem to this day, even as each has expanded.
plush o paper crais and beyond—that can enbagee *Rich Frog Industries was established in 1904 by
any toy store's selection. Each company, instead, fo- Sarah and Maarten van Ryckevorsel,” divector of
ruses its trwde cutreach on the gift market, where murketing Jolin Gallagher tells Pugmisaes

e and gift stores are key eastomers,

Sevms 115, Loy shopes do have a fow of these
suppliers on thedr radar and are reaping the
benefits, such as Stellabella Toys, a micro-

He says Sarah and Maarten's shared love of an
and good destgn (she ks an artist, heholds a nusions
degree in art history) "is agrparent in every product

we ke though the driving force is*all absout kids.,
The first question is abways, Wiat would a child
enjoy’™ he says, “As childhood seems to be

getting shorter and kids are growing up faster, we
wand to make well designed, quality toys that

ks can love and play with throughout their

early years,” Rich Frog's hot products include the
new Grone Fishin® Tub Game (floating termycloth sea
or river critters with o foaumn-filled fishing pole) and
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4: s Mush stacking togs, while st movers af toy shogs ame

o interactive ivems (plush-and-wooden poll woys, wind-ap

chain of two stores in Cambridge, Mass., which has tows ancd the plesh My First Cell Phoae) as well as mind
products both from Rich Frog, Burlington, Vi, and the plowh

Atlanta-hased Jack Rabbit Creations. *One of the rea-
soans why 1like them is they allow us to bring some of
that gift smentadity to the Noor, which is hard to do,”
says Stellihella owner Rick Henry of the |:'|:!|1||I.“I'ii“\-'|
They package theldr things so well that we're abilie 1o
gt them out on & toy Toor and they don't get lose”



